My favorite part of each Expo is the welcome. It is the time when the participants get
their name tags, goody bags and enter the venue. What makes it so special is that there
at the entrance we have “buddies” lined-up making a welcome line and cheering for
each participant as they walk, roll, hop, dance or even run into the Expo. The sidewalks
are decorated with encouraging words, Bible verses and inspiring artwork and the folks
cheering even have pompoms and bubbles making this a festive and hopefully
memorable moment for our honored guests.

In West Palm Beach each year this part of the outreach is especially impactful as we
usually have over 150 “buddies” lined up, cheering and ready to be paired with a
participant for the day thanks in large part to the huge group of students brought out by
a local Christian college. Those “youngsters” can make a lot of noise, too. So when they
welcome someone into the event, you can hear the cheers far and wide.
You know, this always reminds me of the verses in the Bible that talk about how the
angels in heaven celebrate every time someone repents and turns back to God through
Jesus [Luke 15:3-10]. While the Expos are not actually in heaven and the cheers are from
Believers showering Christ’s love on others, we do hope each outreach is like a piece of
heaven here on earth and that God’s presence permeates the atmosphere and touches
lives as only he can through the lives of His people being the hands and feet of Jesus.

This year in West Palm Beach God filled our little piece of heaven on earth not only with
His presence but 1,307 participants, volunteers and exhibitors. This was the largest turn
out for any Expo to date in any area and the 36 church, organization and business
exhibitors onsite in various capacities topped all the 41 previous outreaches, too.
All in all, God does amazing things when we pray and follow as He leads and this year’s
Expo in West Palm Beach was no different. Right down to the cheering and welcoming,
God’s joy could be seen on many faces that day. 

